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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, ASEAN, MY, JA 

SUBJECT: INVITATION FOR JAPANESE PRIME MINISTER TO VISIT KUALA LUMPUR 
IN CONNECTION WITH AUGUST ASEAN SUMMIT 

REF: (A) KUALA LUMPUR 1457, (B) KUALA LUMPUR 1403 

1 . PRESS HERE REPORTED STATEMENT BY UNIDENTIFIED MFA 
SPOKESMAN MARCH 14 TO EFFECT THAT IT IS THE INTENTION 
OF THE ASEAN COUNTRIES TO INVITE JAPENSE PRIME MINISTER 
TAKEO FUKUDA FOR A VISIT DURING THE SECOND ASEAN SUMMIT, 

SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN KUALA LUMPUR IN AUGUST. ACCORDING 
TO THE SPOKESMAN, "MALAYSIA AS THE HOST COUNTRY WILL SEND 
OUT THE OFFICIAL INVITATION AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME." 

2. COMMENT: FOLLOWING DISPATCH OF REFTELS WE WERE INFORMED 
BY RESPONSIBLE MALAYSIAN JOURNALIST THAT INVITATION FOR 
FUKUDA IS IN THE OFFING AND HAD BEEN APPROVED IN PRINCIPLE 
BY PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET. PRESUMABLY 

LOWER ECHELONS OF MFA EITHER UNAWARE OF THIS OR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OVERSENSITIVE TO PREMATURE LEAK AND HENCE 
UNWILLING CONFIRM EARLIER "BERNAMA" REPORT 
(REF B). WE ASSUME FORMAL DECISION ON THIS WILL 
BE MADE AT JUNE ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS' MEETING 
IN SINGAPORE. 
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